
Organizing 
For Congregational Renewal and Revitalization

The church today faces many substantial challenges. Congregational decline, increasing societal division, growing 
irrelevance, and general stagnation are consistent themes in our parishes. Drawing from the tradition of community 
organizing, this workshop offers key practices for deepening and strengthening the relational fabric of your congregation 
as well as for developing leaders and mobilizing your congregation to impact the surrounding society. In doing so, it also 
provides a robust theological frame for understanding these practices and how they can uniquely serve your church. 

Facilitated by Daniel Rhodes 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola University Chicago

REGISTER    PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE AT WWW.LUC.EDU/IPSCUNEO OR 
CONTACT MIRTA GARCIA  312.915.7466 or mgarcia29@luc.edu

EVANGELIZE

REVITALIZE

ORGANIZE

Wednesday • Nov 2, 2016 • 6:30 - 9:30 

Hosted at the Historic Loyola University Chicago CUNEO MANSION CAMPUS 
1350 N Milwaukee Avenue, Vernon Hills, Illinois 60061

Workshop is free for all attendees!
Snacks and refreshments provided. Please register!

Jubilee Year of Mercy 
2016

INSTITUTE OF PASTORAL STUDIES 
PARISH LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 



Dan Rhodes is Clinical Assistant Professor of Social Justice and Faculty 
Coordinator of Contextual Education at Loyola University Chicago’s Institute 
of Pastoral Studies. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of The Other Journal. 

Dan has a background in political theology with an emphasis on ecclesiology, 
economics, and ethics. He also spent eight years pastoring and working in 
community organizing in Durham, NC and is the co-author of Organizing 
the Body of Christ: Grassroots Practices for Congregational Revitalization and 
Mobilization (Chalice Press, forthcoming). 

He lives with his wife, Elizabeth, and two daughters, Rachel and Julia, in Evanston, Illinois.

Speaker Profile: Daniel Rhodes

As a bottom-up approach to church renewal and revitalization, you will learn how to empower your people 
to be active missionary disciples joined together as the body of Christ vibrantly engaged with the wider 
community. This workshop will:

• Introduce you to some basic practices for building and strengthening the relational culture of 
your congregation

• Provide you with a method for identifying and training leaders

• Offer specific tools for developing grassroots community initiatives that activate and mobilize 
your people

• Offer an approach to congregational renewal that is not program but people-driven and takes a 
proactive rather than reactive posture

Workshop Outcomes


